ad 


Go you into all the world, proclaim the good news to the wao.ecreation:—he who be- 


lieveth and is immersed shall be saved ; and he who believeth not sha; ( be condemned. 
Messtan. 


NO. 3. CARTHAGE, MARCH 3, 1834. VOL. 3. 


SIMPLIFICATION. 


Concluded from No. 2, page 36. 


But, as we have remarked, men are prone to extremes, and these have a 
strong tendency to produce each other. The human mind, like the pendulum 
of a clock, seldom pauses until it have reached the opposite éxtreme from which 
it started. Accordingly, some in modern days, and some in the present refor- 
mation, in their haste to escape from the dangers of mystification, are in danger 
of rushing into an error no less fatal and pernicious. I mean the error of sim- 
plifying the religion of Jesus Christ so far as to aula g tls identity, —. 
trate its divine and gracious purposes. 

This simplification is attempted, in two ways: Ist, By simplifying the means 
through which the religion is taught; and, 2ndly, By simplifying the things of 
which it consists. Asis well known, the Babylonish teachers have endeavoured 
7 to inculcate that the scriptures are so exceedingly mysterious, that it is out of 
the power of the common people to understand them, and that consequently 
= they need such learned, clever and apostolical men as the clergy to explain 

them. In opposition to these absurd claim¢ it is urged that the scriptures are 
plain and simple, easily understood, and requiring no exposition whatever. And, 
© carrying out these views to their utmost limits, some have become so strongly 
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impressed with an idea of the simplicity of the scriptures, that they cannot tole- 
rate a single word by way of exposition, su that in Christian assemblies not a 
sylable must be spoken, no exhortation must be tendered, no teaching attempt- 
ed—the bare reading of the scriptures ean alone be permitted. Thus the con- 
gregation is cut off from one of their chief sources of edification and improve- 
ment, to wit, the teachings and exhortations of the brethren. For it is sus- 
ceptible of easy proof that the bare reading of the scriptures tend very little to 
the edification of a church, It is one thing to read the scriptures or hear them 
read, and quite another to receive and fully understand the ideas which they 
contain. Indeed it is a great error to suppose that a book which contains the 
words of the Divine Spirit—yea, the deep things of God, is to be comprehended 
at a glance, even by an unprejudiced mind, much less by those who have been 


previously misled by erroneous views and false teaching. The experience of 
every one who is well acquainted with the scriptures, attests, that it requires: 
- deep and solemn thought—prayerful meditation to enter fully into the meaning 


of the sacred prize. There are a profundity and a beauty in the ideas con- 
tained in the scriptures which entirely escape the superficial reader. And ifany 
one have by studious examination learned any important truth, or discovered 
more fully the force and beauty of a single expression, how conducive it is to 
Christian improvement that he should call the attention of the brethren to it, 
and exhibit and enforce 1t with whatever power of argument and illustration the 
scriptures may furnish him! Bui the extreme of which I speak, not only inter- 
feres with the growth of Christians in knowledge, but leads them to neglect plain 
injunctions and important duties. “ Forsake not the assembling of yourselves 
together,” says Paul, but exhort one another.» There would be no wisdom 
in asseinbling together merely to read: this could be done as well at home, and 
reading ts not exhortation. Again he says, * if any word be good for the use 
of edification, speak it, that it may minister grace to the hearers.” Batt it is un- 
necessary to multiply quotations. 

Those who thus advocate the mere reading of the scriptures, and oppose 


teaching and exhortation among saints, are equally opposed to having theGospel 


proclaimed to sinners. “They have the Bible,” they say, “let them read it, orwe ~ 


may read it to them.”? Highly gratified and edified indeed would a congregation 
of sinners be, if called together by the sound of the bell, to hear a chapter of the 
New Testament read to them! Not sodid the Apostles practise, who reasoned 
with the Jews out of the Law, the Prophets, and the Psalms, (which they at 


that time read, and are reading to this day without any advantage) and directed 


their attention to the truths therein conveyed, intreating them to attend to them. 
The tongue has in every age been employed in converting and reforming men; 


-~~—and must continue to be while human nature remains unchanged. The Bible, 


indeed, contains the truths of salvation.—In the scriptures, as in a storehouse, 


or granary, is laid up the good seed of the kingdom; but that seed can never 


grow unless it is drawn ae and scattered abroad. 
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_ each others’ feet. On one occasion it happened that the leader alone, came to the place 
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But this is not the only evil that results from thisextreme. It leads to errors 
and absurdities as great as those which flow from the supposition that the Bible 
_is a mysterious and incomprehensible yolume. For restriction to the bare 
reading prohibits investigation, and consequently prevents the necessary dis- 
tinctions fiom being drawn, between those matters which are circumstantial 
and peculiar in their application; and those which are universal and impera- 
tive. So that those who hear will be likely either to neglect important duties, 
or perform works of supererogation. Some, accordingly, in hearing read some 
of the most valuable injunctions of the sacred oracles, suppose them not to be 
at all applicable to those who live in the present day. Others have gone forth, 
** without purse or scrip,’ and have only been convinced after discovering that 
they “lacked many things,” that they were not among the number of the Apos- 
tes. Some again, hearing it read, that the Saviour instituted the supper the 
evening before his trial, and washed the disciples feet upon the same, occasion, 
have been wont to wash each others’ feet when they eat the supper,® thus trans- 
forming what Paul calls a good work into a mere ceremony. And I have heard 
of a small congregation, which after reading that, at the conclusion of the supper, 
“they sung an hymn, and went out”—were induced to imitate the example, and 
after “singing an hymn,” thought it their duty to go out, that they might in. 
all things walk according to the simple letter of the New Testament. ‘The pas- 
sage reads, however, “‘ when they had sung an hymg they went out into the 
mount of Olives... Whether, or not, they visited that famous mountain, or 

have yet returned from their travels, I have not been informed. 

The same extreme which leads some to do every thing which the book de- - 
clares to have been done, induces them to refuse to do any thing not expressly 
mentioned in its pages. So strait-laced are they—so hide-bound in Christianity, 
that they dare not have a meeting house; they cannot endure to have any per- 
son appointed to preside over, and keep order in their meetings: they contend 
against receiving formally, any persons as members of particular congregations, 
and tremble at the thought of having their names written in a church record; 
things which are highly necessary, and conducive to the peace, comfort, order, 
and edification of a Christian church, and which @re absolutely implied in the 
precepts relating to order, decency, and things of good report. 

Thus, zeal for simplicity as it regards the means of Christian instruction, ~~~ 
when carried to an extreme, in opposition to the complicated system of things 
heretofore existing in the religious wor!d, not only leads men into errors and 

absurdities, but strips the Christian church of edification, exhortation, order and 


The Evangelist. 


~# In a neighbouring village, three or four persons of this persuasion, had for some 
time been accustomed to meet for the purpose of eating the Lord’s supper, and washing 


of meeting, the other members being detained at home. Finding himself thus situated, 
and moved with zeal for the faith once delivered to the saints, he proceeded forthwith 
to eat the supper by himself, and wash his own feet! : 
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comfort, and leaves entirely undone the work of the Lord, the conversion of 
the world. | | 

This rage for simplification is, however, by no means confined to the means 
of instruction, but extends itself to the truths revealed. Some are wonderfully 
pleased with the idea of bringing every thing in the Christian religion down to 
the level of the plainest understanding, and delivering it from all that is of a 
mysterious nature, and hard to be understood. In this spirit, a book has been 
lately written to prove, that the Devil is nothing but a personification of eril; 
and, we may, perhaps soon, have another to prove, that God is only a personi- 
fication of good, and by this means be reasoned out of the belief both of a Divi- 
nity and a Devil. Again, others have attempted to show, that our Saviour was 
a mere man, and his religion nothing but a sublime system of moral philosophy ; 
while there are not warting some, even among those who advocate the restora- 
tion of Ancient Christianity, for whom the scriptural doctrine of the Holy Spintt 
is.quite too mysterious. ‘They cannot imagine how the Divine Spirit can dwell 
in the congregation, or how it is possible for any one in these days to receive the 
Holy Spint. ‘They suppose, therefore, that Holy Spirit stands for the “* Word 
of God, by which, perhaps, they mean the scriptures, though this phrase in the 
New Testament signifies the gospel. But I have not understood them to sup- 
pose that the simple gospel is the Holy Spirit; nor do I know whether or not 
they would have it to mean the New Testament, or the Old, or both, nor whe- 
ther it be the words as they stand in black and white, the ideas expressed by 
those words, or the things represented by those ideas. And if they imagine the 
things revealed to be the Holy Spirit, I know not whether they exclude any of 
the multitude of things revealed from their definition, or what part, or how 
many they thus exclude. Nor have they explained whether or not, a person 
can be said to have the Holy Spirit, who is fully acquainted with these truths 
or things revealed and yet does not obey them; and if so, how a wicked person | 
can thus have the Holy Spirit without reformation and obedience, and why 
the fruits of that Spirit are not manifest in him. Nor have they explained other 
difficulties which arise upon their hypothesis. Paul instituted an analogy be- 
tween God and the Spirit of Gud, and man and his spirit, and says, that “ as no 
man knows the things cf a man but the spirit of a man which is in him, so no 
one knows the things of God but the Spirit of God.’? Now if the Spirit of God. 
be the word of God merely, why is it represented as knowing the things of God? 
And if the Spirit of God be the word of God, the spirit of man must be the word 
of man—ergo, a dumb man has no spirit. Again, the Holy Spirit is represent- 
ed as working, as speaking, as bringing forth ede &c. and all are commanded 
to be immersed into his name, 

But the principle upon which this simplifying process is founded is entirely in- 
defensible, and indeed manifestly erroneous. Upon what authority do they as- 
sert, that every thing in the Christian religion must be so simple as to be under- 
stood by every capacity, or indeed by any? That much of Christianity is so, I 
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willingly admit, and rejoice to know ; but it is neither necessary, nor susceptible 
of proof, that it should a/l be so. Amongst all the sciences there is not one which 
does not contain some things abstruse, and difficylt. The natural sciences are 
full of deep things and mysterious phenomena, which the highest human intel- 
lect has failed fully to explore. ‘There is not in the heavenga star but what 
sparkles with mysterious light—there is not on earth a blade of grass but what 
is big with wonder, The human science too, abounds in things remote and diffi- 
cult, which stretch themselves beyond the grasp of almost every mind. And if 
those sciencs which relate to things which we feel, touch, taste and handle, con- 
tain such mysteries; if creation in all its various departments have its remote 
recesses, its arcana, its unfathomable depths; if man cannot fully know himself, 
and is unable to understand the secret springs of his own mind; what reason is 
there is to expect less mystery—nay what abundant reason is there not to 
look for secrets still more wonderful, and mysteries far more inscrutable, ir the 
science of God the Author of creation, who breathed into man’s nostrils the 
breath of life, whom no man hath seen, or can see, who dwells in glory inacces- 
sible, who is blessed for ever and ever? “ Who by searching can find out God? 
Who can know the Almighty to perfection? It is as high as heaven, what canst 
thou do? Deep as hell what canst thou know?" “ Who can estimate the depth 
of the riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge of God, whose judgments are 
unsearchable and his ways past finding out? 

To the suggestions of truth and reason, however, the pride of opinion is not 
accustomed to yield, and accordingly, there are some who, not content with ap- 
plying this simplifying process in minor cases, presume to extend it to the 
Spirit of truth himself, and would not only make the things revealed more sim- 
ple than the spirit of God has made them, but as we have seen, would fain re- | 
solve that spirit into his own words, and make the effect, the cause—uncaused, _ 

Thus the Christian religion, in the hands of simplifiers forbidding it to be 
- taught, enjoyed or spoken, resembles a man tied neck and heels and gagged, 
but as though this were not sufficient, they would even take away from it its 
spirit, and reduce it to the condition of a dead body, soon to be resolved into ob- 
scure and worthless elements. 

In this way simplification destroys, as we have ia the identity, and frus- 
trates the divine and gracious purposes, of the religion of Christ. Indeed, the 
beauty, the uses, and the characteristic properties of every thing is destoyed by 
too remote an analysis. ‘The blooming rose with all its charms, may be chang- 
ed into the same simple elements as the poisonous hemlock; and the brilliant 

diamond which glitters upon the tiara, may be converted into charcoal. 
Farther, it becomes by this means as great an evil as its opposite, and actu- 
ally, by the absurdities and difficulties in which it involves the Christiap reli-— 
gion, renders it as obscure and as difficult to understand as mystification itself. 
Nor is this strange, for as we have shown, extremes often produce the same re- 
sults. Would the ee lily which opens its silvery calix upon the margin — 
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of the rivulet, be more difficult ty recognize if dressed up in ribbands and 
daubed with paint, than when reduced to its ultimate elements in the crucible 
of the chymist? Would the water of the pure fountain which gushes from the 
mountain’s side, if polluted with poisonous drugs, be less fitted to refresh the 
thirsty traveller than if it were wholly evaporated ? | 

_ It is evident then that to take any thing from the religion of Christ is as fatal 
" an error as to tld to it; and it is also evident, as indeed might naturally be ex- 
pected, that those who are so fond of simplicity, show much simplicity them- 
selves. They should remember, however, that it is wispom who enquires: 
How long ye simple ones will ye love simplicity? and that it is wispom, also, 
who commands the simple to learn understanding and be wise. 

Let the testimony of the Lord then, be the unerring guide—“ To the law and 
to the testimony. If they speak not according to these, it is because there is no 
light in them.?” [R. 


Dec. 30, 1833. 


EXCURSION TO VIRGINIA. 


The evening past away in a pleasing and profitable conversation 
with the president of the congregation on the best plan for a ‘ Note 
Book.’ At his request I showed him mine, which happened to 
‘ be in my saddlebags with other things necessary to an excursion 
into Virginia: The whole book is titled, ‘ The Universe; it 
consists of several hundred pages divided into three parts, each of 
which is superscribed with an seperate title. These heads are : 

Ist.) Narvre. 

2nd. Socrery. 
3d. | 

Nature:—Under this head is collected natural objects classified, 
their attributes, relations, uses and abuses: the natural sciences, 
their principles, laws, uses, &c. history of the sciences; biography 
of Philosophers; and anecdotes. 

_ Society:—Under this title is classed man, divided into various 
species, moral philosophy, and the sciences which relate to mind; 
government; economics; the arts liberal and mechanical; and 
every thing by which we are fed, clothed, lodged, educated, &c. 
history ancient and modern; biography; anecdotes. 

Religion:—Under this head are collected the religions of the 


world, true, false and corrupted, with all observations relative to 


& 


| 
| 
\ 
4 
v 
= 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
7 
| 
44 by 
> 
| 
| 
| 
4 


ThesEvangelist. — 55 


their origin, history, &c. together with the biography of their 
authors, professors, defenders, martyrs, and propagators, and a 


comparison of the true with those which are to be reckoned cor- 
ruptions of it: anecdotes, &c. 


Nothing is more conducive to our advancementin real knoe- 
ledge than a Note Book; and if it be accompanied with a Diary, 
by the aid of the two together, a man may, at all times of his life, 


pretty correctly ascertain where he is in knowledge and practice, 
and so shape his future conduct accordingly. 


3ist. We were detained a day in the city for want of a boat; 
but now the Steamers lay panting along the shore, like so many 
racers, each eager to make the first descent to Louisville, Natches, 
or N. Orleans. We boarded the Planter, a steamer of the lowest 
rate in point of siz¢, but possessing the best accommodations for 
deck and cabin passengers. After a momentary hesitation, I entered 

my name for Wellsburgh, birth No. 12. My indecision rose from 
a sudden but transient recollection of my late long debility, during 
which I had contracted the most invincible love of home. Bro. 
Bryant rallied me a little, and I yielded to what [ was ashamed to 
resist. 

Next day the bell rang the signal for departure, al the deck 
and cabin were crowded instanter. In the cabin the passengers 
walked stately, or talked importantly; while some hung on the 
back of their chairs, and, like birds, when boys approach their 
haunts, couched their heads and cast frequent and speculative 
glances at their fellows, hoping to descry in their faces, dresses, 
walk or talk, indications of their natural, social, or religious im- 
portance and character. 

There are many charms and sometimes much excellent fellow- 
_ ship in a good supper. The Captain of the Planter served 
us with one of the very best; and soor exalted all minds 
to the conversational pitch. If obmutescence or gloom had 
hitherto pervaded the cabin, it might have been owing to a fact 
of which I was not then aware, namely: that there were ac- 
tually no fewer than five ministers present! all alike strangers to 
each other and to the rest of the company generally. I, like others, 
perhaps, thought myself unknown except by Bro: Bryant; butin 
this I was inistaken; I was recognized immediately, and spoken 
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to by all as if I had previously enjoyed the honor of their ac- 
quaintance. Some were citizens of Cincinnati, some relations to 
brethren in the West, and some were actually of the brethren. 
One of the ministers was a Presbyterian, who, as he afterwards 
_ informed me, had been a physician, but had become a teacher of 
religion, from sentiments of high regard for the interests of Chris- 
tianity: his name was Mr. Gridly, at that time an Agent of the 
Tract Society. Mr. Gridly was too sincerely inspired with the 
importance of religion in general, and of his own mission in par- 
ticular, not to let his high calling be speedily understood. 
Another of our ministers was a Mr. Smeéd, an Episcopalian, 
an assistant to the Rector of Christ’s Church, New York. Possess- 
ed of the most pleasing exterior, Mr. Smeed discovered the great- 
est candour and ingenuousness of mind, speaking freely of every 
thing which related to the truth of revealed religion, and doing 
the greatest honor to every argument of those whose views led 
them to differ from him in any matter in Christianity. Dr. 
M——e of L——n had, during his visit to that city, convinced 
him that immersion alone was baptism; and before he left the 
Planter his ingenuousness and love of truth fed him to afford me 
ample opportunity of laying before him the doctrine of ,scriptare, 
concerning the Holy Spirit. He admitted thé adequacy of the 
Divine Testimony alone to produce Faithy in all who read the 
_ Scriptures with proper motives; and said, He thought he never 
would again direct sinners to wait upon specia} operations #0 long 


as he lived. I earnestly entreated him to announce the Gospel in~ 


the style and ae of the Apostles, and to administer it to 
believers according 
Mr. Ross as a Universalist, and: was, as ae jocularly 


expressed it, a sprig of the college. Ye had in his yo&th been 
thoroughly drilled in the elements of the learned languages, but 
his talents were allowed to languish; and his educatidn was in- 
complete. _ He heard my discourses and reasoning on the Ancient 
Gospel, with @nfeigned pleasure, and, in the presence of all the 
passengers, expressed his gratitude to God for being permitted that 
day to hear announced and defended, a thing, of which He had 
been told so many wonderful, but erroneous stories. Mr. Ross, 


finally admitted the views of the netaiaaes and declazed, he 
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never could forget the things which had, during the voyage up the 
river, been submitted to his consideration. , 


Our fourth minister belonged to the Dutch Reformed. He was 
a German by birth; and had not been more than one year in the 
U. States. He was certainly a pious man; but he spoke English 
very indifferently; for want of words, he could not express him-— 
self in such a manner as to render his conversation agreeable 
either to himself or others. He parted with the company in tears, 
and wished us individually the Divine blessing. 


Here we were then, five of us cooped up with nearly thirty 
more, all as impatient and undoubting on the subject of religion, 
perhaps, as ourselves! What was to be done? What was to be ex- 
pected? Any thing but war! Nothing but war. Being somewhat 
indisposed I had hoped that my. debilitated and sunken frame 
would have been permitted to indulge in ease during our three or — 
four days journey up the river, but no: ‘war in the wigwam;” 
there is no rest here. , | 

It is singular to contemplate how much the prejudices of thou- 
sands have been touched and stirred up by the restoration of the 
Baptism of Remission, and the scripture account of the Holy 
Spirit. Here was a whole cabin full of men, ignorant, entirely ig- 
norant, of the character of the Reformers, who plead for the Ori- 
ginal-Gospel, and of every circumstance relative to its reappear- 
ance in society; yet perhaps, there was nota single individual 
among them wholly unacquainted with tha points of dispute be- 
tween ws, and all other parties on the field. 


We were soon invited to hostilities; Mr. Gridly was neither 
ashamed of his religion, nor aware of the indefensibility of some 
of his sentiments, asa minister of the Presbyterian body. Baptism, 
therefo: e,—baptism, that bone of contention, between those who 
immerse and those who do any thing else, was soon upon the car- 
pet. But Professor Stewart has settled this question, in regard to 
Presbyterians; Mr. Gridly, therefore, was unable to stand a single 

® minute before his learned brother's criticism, the Andover Pro- 
® fessor. Indeed, Mr. Gridly did not seem aware of the mischief 
> which Mr. Stewart had done to the sprinkling cause; but he was: 
| made to feel it severely; for a regular Baptist, who made one of 
‘}our number, urged upon him, with much gravity, both the truth 
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and potency of the Professor’s criticism. One of the Plinys says, 
that true glory consists in doing things worthy of being written; of 
writing thing worthy of being read; and leaving the world (our- 

selves) the better of having lived in it. The skirmish which took 
place this evening, however, seemed only to wet up the courage of 
those engaged in it for more and better defined contention. Whe- 
ther we, this night, dreamed of victory and triumph, I know not; 
but sure it is that a more eager discussion of religious matters 
than was lighted up aboard the Planter next morning I never wit- 
_nessed. It is pleasing to add, however, that never were religious 
men better pleased with each other, or apparently more solicitous 


to honor the sentiments and sincerity of each other, than the pas- 
Seagers aboard the Planter. 


EXCURSION TO VIRGINIA. 


Continued. 


Mr. Gridly is a very accomplished man, and, as he informed us, is at present 
engaged as an agent of the Tract Society : I told him, that on condition he would 
admit certain premises, I fe!t perfectly willing to take the opposite of a proposi- 
tion which he had asserted and assumed in his conversation with a gentleman 
who sat by us. I continued to observe, that he had intimated, that “ Faith 
came by a special internal operation of the Holy Spirit;”” Now this was pre= 
cisely what I denied, and I should be very happy to hear him on the affirma- 
mative, on condition thafwe should first define the subject of the proposition, 
namely, faith; and secondly, that the Holy Scriptures should be taken as all 
- authority, and as the only authority in the case. Mr. Gridly agreed to these 
two preliminaries; and the word was submitted for definition. Being requested | 
to speak first, I supplied, of course, the Apostolical exposition of Faith, found | 
in the llth of the Hebrews, accompanied with a sufficient number of suit- | 
able illustrations, drawn from the same chapter. Mr. Gridly then proceeded, 
and after an incomprehensible definition of Faith, not in the words of scripture, 
but in his own words, unaccompanied by one single illustration, I replied, and 
appealed to the numerous auditors, whether Mr. Gridiy had not departed 

wholly from the premises, “that the scriptures should be exclusive authority in 
the case?” I went for the very words of scripture in the matter of definition and, | 
agreeably, had submitted the Apostle’s account of Faith in the words of the | 
Apostle. The question now was, whether this definition could be received as | 
unexceptionable. Mr. Gridly assented to it as unexceptionable; and the pro- | 
position in-form came forthwith upon the carpet; the several ministers seemed 
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to draw nearer and closer; and Mr. G. stated the proposition to be discussed, 

namely, ‘'l hat special operations of the Holy Spirit are necessary to faith.’ 
Mr. Gridly then adduced as argument for the affirmative, the words of the 

Lord Jesus, namely, ‘ When He, the Holy Spirit, is come, he will convince 


the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment.’ ‘This was conceived to be 


in point. But in answer, it was rep! .d, that although the Spirit was to 
convince the world of sin, of righteousness, au) of judgment, it was not asserted 
in the verse, that he should convince them of faith; or, that he would give 


them faith. On the contrary, he was to convince them of sin, because they 


had no faith. He shall convince them of sin; “ because,” said the Lord, “they 


- believe not on me.” Moreover, if the Holy Spirit is to give us faith, and con- 


vince us of sin because we have it not, then religion is founded in cruelty and 
absurdity; for, how could he convince me of sin in having no faith, if it were 
his own incefeasible office, by internal uncontrollable operations, to bestow upon _ 
me this grace? As well might he assume to convince a man of sin, in not see- 
ing when he was born blind! Neither reason nor the scripture adduced, favour- 
ed the affirmation that special operations are necessary to faith. 

It was then proposed as a second authority, that Stephen said to those who 
condemned him, * Ye do always resist the Holy Ghost; as your fathers did, 
so do ye.’ This, it was conceived, very much countenanced special operations. 

In reply. It is to be admitted, that they and their fathers were guilty of 
the same sin; that is, they both resisted the Holy Spirit. Thé Holy Spirit 
spoke to their fathers by the Prophets; and to them by the Apostles: they 
and their fathers, then, had resisted Him. But where was He when they re- 
sisted Him? Was He in them and their fathers, or in the Apostles and Pro- 
phets? In the Apostles and Prophets without doubt! The spirit of the Devil 
was in them and their fathers; and led them to offer despite to the Spirit of 
God, who wrought before them for their salvation, all mighty signs, and won- 
ders, and powers, and miracles, and glorious works! 7 

Before the examination of this part of Mr. Gridly’s argument was finished, 
Mr. Smeed, the Episcopalian Clergyman, a gentleman alike distinguished for 
personal beauty, and ingenuousness of mind, supplied Mr. Gridly with another 
scripture, viz: ** No man can say, that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy 
Spirit.” 

In reply. It was asked, Whether the operations, by which we were énabled 
to believe in Jesus, and say, he is the Lord, were internal or external? I assert- 
ed they were external in signs, miracles, &c. and adduced, as proof, the case of 
John the Baptist, who said, He knew Him not; but received the external sign 
of the Spirit’s descent as that by which he should know Him. ¢ And I saw and 
bare witness,’ said John, ‘that this is the Son of God? the case of the twelve 
Apostles, the people on Pentecost, the Samaritans and others, were then brought 
forward as instances of the same nature, and to the same point. 


Here dinner was announced, and every one starting to his feet, the Univer- 
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salist Clergyman, Mr. Ross, a person of great respectability, and known to seve- 


ral gentleman in the cabin, availed himself of the occasion and publickly 


thanked God he had been favoured with an opportunity of hearing stated and 


- defended, the seutiments for which I plead, namely: that “ Faith cometh by 


ruption by an unavoidable seperation, 
Mr. Gridly confessed that his opponent had managed the argument with great 


coolness, but could not help thinking that his course owed more to his ingenuity 


and subtlety of reason than to the Holy Scriptures. 

His opponent admired Mr. Gridly’s manner of escaping from the horns of the 
dilemma, between which he had been thrown. Much had been adduced to 
show, that Faith came by hearing; but nothing satisfactory, that it came in the 


manner asserted by Mr. Gridly. | 

Mr. Ross, the Universalist minister, is a gentleman of great urbanity, and has 
received a good education. He listened to an explication of our sentiments 
with great apparent satisfaction, and seemed much to admire the Ancient 
Gospel. | 

For the entertainment of the company during the afternoon, it was agreed to 
by the ministers, that each of them should speak for 15 minutes on some select 
subject; but not in the way of replication to any thing that had been spoken 
before, or that might be said in the course of the entertainment. 

_ Mr. Smeed, the Episcopalian, being requested to commence, declined, as 
being the youngest; and Mr. Ross to a like solicitation, replied in the negative, 
and apologized as being the oldest: being neither so young as Mr. Smeed, nor 
so old as Mr. Ross, I was left without excuse and at the earmest request of 
the company opened the entertainment by a discourse on the “ Unity and va- 
riety of the Gospel,” Mr. Gridley followed, on “ True Repentance.”? Mr. 


Smeed selected for a theme “The nature of genuine and scriptural liberality.” 


And Mr. Ross concluded on “ The necessity of immediately preparing for that 
state which is to succeed the present.” 

Next night it was agreed that each should speak for an indefinite time on any 
subject he pleased to select. Mr. Gridly spoke first, and chose for a topic, “Re- 
generation.”» [I spoke next, and selected for a theme, ‘The literal and figu- 
rative representations which are given of the Gospel in the New Testament.” 

In the course of this speech it was shown, that the Gospel in principle is faith, 
it is repentance, baptism, remission of sins, the Holy Spirit, eternal life. These 
privileges and puinciples, it was vouched, constituted the Gospel literally. ‘The 
questicn was then asked, ** What is the Gospel figuratively 2” In answer, it was 
stated, that the Gospel figuratively is many a thing; it is a new birth; a burial, 
a resurrection; a death; an ingrafting ; a marriage, &c. &c.: but it is a most im- — 
portant fact, in relation to figures, however, that they are not intended to add 

to, or diminish, from the literal sense of the Gospe); for, whether metaphorized 
by a birth, a marriage, or a death, the Gospel, literally, is ever the same; in 


I 
1a hearing and pot by special operations of the Spirit.” The above gentleman 
ee was finally convinced of the truth of the Ancient Gospel, and expressed a serious 
i). regret, that our present accidental, but interesting interview, was to suffer inter- | 
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principle, in practice, in privilege, and in spirit, it is still the same. A meta- 
phor, like a ray of light, falling on the face of a clock, and discovering the hour 
of day without disturbing the index, sheds a lustre on the thing metaphorized, — 
and gives to ita vivacity and sprightliness not its own, but it disturbs not its 
parts; it interferes not with its structure. 

Why then do men fail to be intelligible and perspicuous when hr Glecowsss 
on the figures and metaphors employed to give lustre and ———- to the 
Gospel, and to parts, and points in the Gospel ?. 
The reason is, that figure is only to be explained by fact; and the metapho- 
rica] by the literal; a person ignorant of the fact must be ignorant of the figure; 
and no man can explain the metaphorical who does not first understand the 
literal. Why have we so many incoherent and absurd theories of regeneration ? 
] answer , simply because the authors of them are ignorant of the literal Gospel ; 
and unfortunately imagine that it is one thing in fact, and another thing in figure. 
But, although the Gospel were held up ina million of different figures, it would 
literally still be the same; it would still be faith in principle, reformation in- 
‘practice, love in sentitient, pardon, the Spirit, and life eternal. 

Mr. Smeed proposed the three following propositions, and spoke on them with 
great force and beauty. 

ist. God loves ail men. 

2nd. He bas provided salvation for al! men. 


3d. He has put the means of obtaining this salvation — within the power 
of all nien, who have the Gospel. 


Mr. Smeed possesses afine exterior, oa many personal accomplishments; nor 
is he less distinguished for the amiable and shining qualitieaof the mind; but I - 
am sorry to say, that his beautiful and forcible speech ended with the common 
error that, over and aboverthe divine testimony, spintual operations are ne- 
cessary to belief. 

In A subsequent conversation, however, this gentleman afforded me bapte 
opportunity of pointing out this error, and of laying before him the Ancient 
Gospel, and particularly that point in it which relates to the Spint. He heard 
me with much patience; understood me perfectly, that the Spirit was promised 
not to sinners, but to the saints; saw where Episcopalians, and Presbyterians, 
were one, and that though Mr. ee hes he had spoken on different topics, 
and were known by different party. names, yet they came out at the same point 
at last, namely: that “the Spirit ig necessary to faith.” 

Next morning another sortie from both camps brought Mr. Gridly and myself 
once more upon the carpet, and afforded the a final opportunity sta all 
Gospel before the whole company. 

Never did I sit in company with men of greater decency paearrieme every 
one seemed to strive with all the rest to make himself agreeable. The captain 
of the Planter isa sensible, kind, quiet, attentive man; and when we came to 
part, each took down, in his pocket book, the names of all the others, that he 
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might at least remember those in whose company he had tasted so many of those 


pleasing attentions which render life agreeable. | 

As we ascended the river the ice increased ; and the paddles had eeendet 
from the masses of it, which now greatly impeded our progress: this difficulty ob- 
viated, we proceeded upward, and arrived at Wheeling a little after dusk. The 


boat was unable to proceed to Pittsburgh, and, of consequence, all parted, per- 


_ haps never to meet again. 


This evening we met with the Brethren in Wheeling, who were as much sur- 
prised at our appearance as I was delighted with their company. Next morn- 


: ing we took our leave of them, and proceeded, Bro. Bryant and myself, towards 


— Wellsburgh. Praised be the name of the Lord. _ Ep, 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS, 


From Bro. Strong, Ky.—Esteemed Bro. Scott. May this find you under 
the benign influence of truth, love and mercy. May you fight valiantly till the 
King of Saints call you. You have run well; go on; rejoice; pray, and the 
very God of peace be with you. 


The following questions are submitted to you for answer. Your attention to 
them, it is presumed, will not be less profitable to the Churches than gratifying to 
me and to many others with me. 


_ 1, Ought a Church to meet, and keep the ordinances, though it has no 
Elders and Deacons? If not 

2. How are the Disciples to decide on the abilities of the candidates? 

Ans. By reducing the negative of your own question to an absurdity you 
have; dearly beloved, established the affirmative, namely, that the Disciples 
must, primo facie, meet without overseers and servants. 

3. If then they can thus meet, say for one year, why not meet senive. 
without Bishops and Deacons? 

ns. The Church is, every where in sciipture, set forth as an organized 
body; but bodies, whether vegetable or animal, are never perfected at once, but 
proceed from embryo to organization, per gradatim ; that is by a successive pro- 
gress of developement, Men are not begotten with arms and feet, but they 
would be very useless without them, It is so with bodies moral, or bodies of 
men, and it is so with the Church. She obtains hands and feet, or eyes and 
arms,or overseers and servants,that she maybe more useful to her self and others, 
But whether a Church can live unprganized is not the question, but whether 
she can be useful: a child can live, and in relation to mere existence, it is on a 
footing with the full-grown man: but shall we hence conclude, that manhood 
has no advantages over infancy? Surely no. The nature of your question 
then, dearly beloved, may be seen by asking it in reference to a child. If a 
child can exist during infancy with many of its powers undeveloped, why might 
it not always remain a child? 
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4. Has not the Gospel been preached sufficiently to show, that it cannot 
make the world one? And must not the Ancient Order prove itself more potent 


in this respect than the Ancient Gospel has done? And is it not high time for 


those, who have planted Churches, to sit down like Paul, who taught in one 
place for the space of three years and six months, and enlighten the Churches in 
the knowledge of “the all things” which Christ commanded should be taught 
to Disciples? | 

Ans. To this last question, I answer, Yes; it is high time for those who preach 
the Gospel to devote a portion cf their time to the instruction of the churches 

which they have planted, — | 
As for your interrogatories concerning the Gospel and a Order, making 
the world one, it would be highly premature to pronounce judgment. You 
know, dearly beloved, that both of them are in a state of perfect incipiency in 
relation to their real powers, and, per consequence, they must be so also in rela- 


tion to their comparative powers. But order is not to make us one; se 


us one. 
Is not the practice of building large meeting = indicative of bak and 


calculated to keep up clerical power? 


Ans. Wherever we see such meeting houses as you aidan; * we see pomp — 


or show, and clerical power; but whether the meeting houses produce these 
uliings, or these things first produce the meeting houses, is worthy of inquiry. 

6. What ought to be done with those who habitually neglect to assemble 
themselves with the — on the First Day of the week to attend to the or- 
dinances? 

| odiabbiel if they are still delinquent, they should be warned and instructed ; 


and if they are irreclaimable they should be cut off from the congregation of the | 


Lord. The sin of not assembling ourselves together, is of a catching kind, and 
has been associated by the Apostle, in the 10th of the Hebrews, with final apos- 


tacy. It behooves the Church, therefore, to look well to those, who indulge in © 


this sin. 

7. Is the practice of catching and immersing Disciples and of turning 
them forthwith into the forests and mountains, to be devoured of dogs and 
wolves, a commendable one? 

ns. I think it a shocking practice, and to be carefully guarded against by 
_ every proclaimer of the Gospel. Since the day the Gospel was restored, I have 
carefully formed the results of my proclamation into churches: I have left no 
stragglers. J have associated all and given to them the ordinances. 

8. Is not the prolixity of some sermonizers rather objectionable? 

Ans. I think it is; but the capacity of the speaker, the subject, and the oc- 
casion, sometimes warrant a long speech : a good apple is not the worse of being a 


lange one; and Paul spoke until Uticus fell asleep and tumbled from the window; 


and the Apostle again renewed his speech, and continued it till the break of day. 


I would ask you a question. How many Uticuses would a twelve hours’ ser- 
mon make now-a-days? Your last question, dearly merits 
tion, and will be answered in our next. 
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You say, “ We have had no Elders from the beginning ti!l now; our order 


_ has been better than any other Church with which I am acquainted, though they 


may have Elders: Bro. W. Anderson sends his Christian salutation to Bro. |. 
Scott and the Diseiples with him. Receive my best wishes,” &c. 

Dear Bro. Strong: I reciprocate with a!l affection the Christian regard of Bro. 
Anderson and yourself: Go on, beloved; be strong, hold -forth the Word of 
Truth, to all around, and the very God of peace be with you, and with all who 
love the name of our Lond Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory. 


WALTER SCOTT. 


Extract from Bro. Winan’s Letrrer, Dec. 14th, 1833. 
Dear Bro. Scott, | | 

If I were disposed to continue the discussion, I would add 
some reasons to the one already given, for saying, that “I believed the Spirit, — 
who spoke by the mouth of the Prophets, was the Word of the Lord.” __ | 

The reason, already given, is, that the scriptures say, the Prophets spoke as 
they were moved by the Holy Spirit, and also, that the Word of the Lord came 
to the Prophets. 

speak words not his own, he must first receive them; then the reception of those 
words [not his own) enables him to speak them; thus he is moved or enabied 
to speak; and thus the Prophets were enabled, or moved, to speak the words of 
the Lord, Thus, by the reception of the word of the Lord, it was, that they 

were moved to speak. Therefore, the Word of the Lord and the Holy Spirit 


@re used as synonymous in the scriptures. 


You admit that the wrillen word is not a dead letter, therefore there must be 7 
SPIRIT in it: then if spirit be communicated by or through the word, and any re- | 


ceive it, they have the spirit by the word; then if afterwards they receive ano- 
* ther spirit without the word, they have two Holy Spirits, or else the one re- 


ceived by the word is not the Holy Spirit. 

ence appeased Dove—cace or twice os 0, rushing wind, 
ot jm @ rushing wind, or in tongues resembling flames of fire. Our Lord com- 
pares it to the wind, and says, thai it can be known by its sound. The Holy 
Spirit came upon the Virgin, and the power of the Highest overshadowed her. — 


The Apostles spoke spiritual things in spiritual words : here both ths meaning 


and the toords are said to be spiritual; and Jesus said, his words were spirit and 
sists of spirit as well as of truth. | M. W 


Answer. 
My DEAR Bro. 


You say that ‘ the rece ~ of the ‘uaa moved 


the Prophets to speak.’ This is a new proposition, but nonew ok 


proof that the ‘ word is the spirit,’ which is your first proposition, 
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equally difficult of belief with me; and I cannot adruit one as- 
sumption in proof of angther. Peter says, the Prophets were moved 
by the Spirit; you say, they were moved by the “ reception of 
the word;” therefore/in this argument you make the reception of 
the word the Holy Spirit! but this is contrary to your origwal 
proposition, namely, that not the reception of the word, but the 
word itself is the Holy Spirit There isa difference between 
money and the receiving of money; and there is a difference 
between the receiving of money and the giving of it, just as 
there is a difference between the giver and the receiver; a xing 
may give and a beggar may receive; but the money is neither the 
king nor the beggar, nor the giving nor receiving of *; the money 
4s the money, and would continue to be the mones if it should nei- 
ther be given nor received for ever. ‘Thus it is in religion; 
Christ gives the Spirit and men receive it; but neither Christ nor 
men, nor the giving nor the receiving of the Spirit, is the Spirit it- 
self. The Spirit is the Spirit, and would continue to be the 
Spirit if it should neither be given nor received for ever. 

Therefore, that the Spirit is both the word and the reception of 
the word, is wholly inadmissible; for then the Spirit would be 
two things or two things would be the Spirit; aad if two things, 
why not three? Why not say, that the giver oad receiver as well 
as the giving and receiving, are the Spirit? 

You say, I admit the word is not a dead letter; granted; but 
does it follow, that it must therefore, as you say, have a spirit in it? 
You think it must; well, still this does not prove that “ the word 
itself is the Spirit!’ The spirit of a word, or of words, is their 
meaning, and if their meaning is truth, then their spirit is the 
truth. Hence, John, speaking of the Pivine testimony, cal!s the 
spirit of it the truth of it. Hence, aiso, the angel im the Reve- 
lations who spoke to John, says, that the spirit, trath or meaning 
of the prophecy which he was delivering was a testimony to Jesus: 
not to cause John to worskip him as John was willing to do. Wor- 
_ ship God, said the ange). The spirit of the Bible then is its truth, 
the spirit of the New Testament is its truth; the spint of any | 
words is their truth ‘f they be true. But the Spirit of God is the 
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Spirit of God; at least I think it difficult to prove it to be any 
thing else. When men receive the word, therefore, they receive 
the spirit of the word—that is—its truth; but this isa mere tropical 
use of the word spirit, and we can and do, with the same propriety, 
speak of the spirit of an action: we say, What is the spirit of such 
a doing? that is, What does such an action imply? or, What is its 
meaning? but it is no tropical or figurative use which is made of 
the expression, Holy Spirit, in the New Testament, when it is 
given to one who was to come from heaven, and into whose name 
we are immersed. The fact is, that if this, which is called the _ 
Holy Spirit in the scriptures, and defined by all the words in the 
language which denote personality and identity, can be proved to 
be a nonentity or even the word, then, I say, of all the books 
in the world, the scriptures are the most perplexing and ridiculous. 

You say, the Spirit came upon the Virgin; if you produce this 
to prove that ‘the Word is the Spirit’ I am sorry for it; and yet 1 
think it just about as good an urgument for your proposition as 
can be given; Why? Recause I think it possesses as little force as 
any thing that could be adduced; and believe, my dear Bro. that, 
in the present tastance, your arguments will be valuable in propor- 
tion to their weskness. Again, you say, “the Apostles spoke 
spiritual, things in spiritual words;” granted, bu‘ what are spirit- 
ual words? You wourl make them the Spirit! I have always un- 
derstcod the expression to mean ‘ words dictated by the Holy 
Spirit, and I have not known a man to prove that it means any 
thing else. ‘ The spirit appeared in wind and the Saviour,’ you 


say, ‘compared it to wind? But, dear Bro, you go a step farther 


than the Saviour; for yu: do net compare it to wind, but actually 


_ make the Spirit the wind! that is, you make it the word; but 


words are wind, at least:the Britisa dramatist says so. ‘ Words,’ 


‘says he, ‘are wind;’ I add » therefore, if the Spirit be the Word, then 
Spirit is wind! 


Your third proof is this; Christ sad “My words are Spirit 


and they are life:” therefore the words «{ Christ, say you, is the 


Spirit-of Christ. This is such a statemem. of your argument as 
turns its most formidable front towards n me. 
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To see fully the nature of it, let us suppose a case: let us sup- 
pose that some money had been lost; one man says to the person 
who lost it | have money; but ih says to him [ have the mo- 
ney; would not these two men speak very differently? undoubt- 
edly: Why? Because the one would speak definitely and the 
- other indefinitely ; the first would speak of money without any re- 
ference to that which had been lost; the last spoke definitely of 
the lost money. So is it with you and the Saviour. You speak 
definitely ; the Saviour speaks indefinitely. He says, My words 


‘are spirit. You say, his words the Spirit; you qualify and de- 


fine what he has left unqualified and undefined; your argument, 
therefore, is without force. 

The Hebrew language had few adjectives, and therefore, nouns 
were used to supply their place: for instance, the Gentiles, Rom. 
ii. 26, are called ‘ uncircumcision’ instead of uncircumcised; and — 
the Jews, Phil. ii. 2, the ‘ excision’ instead of the excised. In 
Ephesians, v. 8, we are said to have been ‘ darkness.” 

Therefore, my beloved Bro: the words of the Saviour, I apprehend 
are to be understood without reference to any favorite hypothesis, 
either of you or myself. The Saviour was a Hebrew, and spoke 
as such; the sentence contains a Hebrewism, and means that his 
words were spiritual and living, or they related to the mind and 
morals of men, and not to their bodies and mere animal existence 
us those who followed him on that occasion, erroneously supposed. 

Dearly beloved, I hope you will not be offended with me in this 
matter, but continue to submit your several proofs in detail, if you 
have any more: I am just returned from an excursion to Virginia. 
You have favoured me with a number of letters; I have not had 
time sinc: my return to read them all. In one of them you com- 
municatean important thought in relation to the Kingdom of God 
but you have spoken this more at leagth in a letter to Bro. Camp- 
bell: I heard it read at it from the 


Harbinger into the Evangelist. 

| With very great respect, 
Your brother in Christ. 

W. SCOTT. 
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~ In Richmond, Va. a certain gentleman, named Hinton, elevated 
to the care of a Baptist Congregation there, has lately clothed 
himself with some lucrative offices, and very great importance in 
the things of religion. He has written on the Holy Spirit, and 
cited the sentiments of my Discourse on that subject as sou]-damn- 
ing @rrors. We are certainly his debtor; and pray he would 
accept in return the following letter; which Bro. Henley has writ- 
ten for wes especial benefit. 


~ Virginia, Jan: 9th, 1834 —Dear Brother Seott. When we engage 
in any important and arduous work, we want those, who are brave and prudent, 
2s our companions in the trying hour. ‘The Reformation, which we advocate, 
when consumn ated, can never be excelled, if the world stands a million of years, 
without another revelation. Whatisit? to add a few stays and cords to the 
strait jacket of John Calvin? Or, is it to put on a fashionable silk velvet collar, 
and new pockets to the mantle of James Arminius? No, sir, all the moth eaten 
earments, and party coloured dresses of John Calvin, James Armenius, An- 
drew Fuller, and John Wesley, can never make the seamless garment of Jesus 
Christ. ‘This reformation is toake God upon his own word—his testimony the 
cause of our faith—the leaching of Jesus Christ and his Apostle alone—the 


-— rule of all our religions duties to him and our fellow creatures—our obedience 


hope of a glorious immortality. 

My brother, in this sceptical age, there should be some bold energetic soldiers, 

to keep up the courage of the feeble and timid. ‘The last three numbers of the 
Evangelist, has assumed a tone which has been charming to its readers. A lan- 
guid spirit, in these times of trial, will but discourage the suffering Disciples. We 
trust you will keep on the whole of ‘ your armour’ in good order, and ‘ wield the 
sword of the spirit? like a skilful soldier of Jesus, in casting down all the strong 
holds of Satan. 

It appears Mr. Lynd aid not know the sirength and temperament of you 
ermour, and your skill as a soldier, or he would have been more careful of bs 
“transpositions” and “definitions.” [le has laboured hard, to seperate remi- 
sion of sins from_immersion. His brother Isaac T. Hinton, who is Pastorof 
the First Baptist Church in the city of Richmond, has published to the word, 
the following language: He says to the Paido Baptist, “‘ Baptism is no where 
intimated to have any connection with original depravity, but to be a wasting — 
away of sins.” What sins have babes to wash away? Again, * Baptisa is 
essential to salvation, to those who believe it to be a Divine commaad.” 


Again, + He does not believe that any man or woman, knowing baptism ® be 


the will of Christ, and living and dying in disobedience to it, would be seved. = 


* Without holiness no man shall see the Lord.’ “Prompt and implicit and 
cheerful obedience to the commands of Christ ig the only evidence of being a 
Christian; and those who will not ‘ follow Christ through evil report as well as 
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good report? will find at last, they have never followed him at all.’ Again, 
‘+ Baptists do not believe a babe sprinkled to be baptized, and of course must ne- 
cessarily regard Episcopalians, and Presbyterians, and Methodists, with the ex- 
ception of those few who havebeen immersed in the name of the Father, &c. 
on a profession of faith, as unbaptised.”” Again, ‘of all the commands that 
Christ has given, that persons should be baptized, is undoubtedly the plainest ; 
and to say, that any command of Jesus Christ, is of no consequence, is to destroy 
the authority and to insult the person of Christ himself... Once more, “as to 
our doubting friends themselves, we feel authorized to promise them more erjoy- 
ment and happiness in one act of devoted obedience, than all denominations of 


_ Perido-Baptists can give them during a whole life of hesitation, doubt, and self- _ 


dissatisfaction.”” 


The above quotations are taken from the Religious Herald of the 3d inst. 
under the signature of Isaac T. Hinton, who is an opposer to those that have | 


been labouring for years to impress these truths upon the minds of the sons and 
daughters of men. What becomes of the opposition now, and “+ baptism, a 
mere outward bodily action?” 


There is in my judgment, ** the most basefaced inconsistency” in the above 


extracts, with another part of /as faith. Hearhim. “I said most distinctly, 
that those who after honest investigation, believed infant sprinkling to be the 
will of Christ and practised it as such, I could not only feel assurance that I 
should meet them in heaven, but extend to them most cordially the hand of 
_ Christian affection.”» What will he do with such men as Professor Stuart? 
Mr. Hinton is another witness, that sectarianism is kept alive by beheving 


withoul evidence. If he regards all unbaplized, who have not been im- 


mersed upon a profession of faith, “ Baptism to be a washing away of sins” — 
and “ essential to salvation’— The plainest of all the commands Christ has 
given”—* that PROMPT AND IMPLICIT AND CHEERFUL OBEDIENCE TO THE COM- 


MANDS OF cHrist 1s THE ONLY EVIDENCE or seine a curistian; then 


to believe and practise infant sprinkling or pouring, as the will of Christ, is to 
believe a falsehood. However honest a man may be, in his investigation with 
sectarian glasses on, it is a falsehood, and Mr. Hinton, himself being judge, 
makes the honest belief of a falsehood the means of salvation, aud His assv- 
RANCE of meeting Poido-Baptists in heaven!!! Brother, look back at his positive 
declarations, and see if I have done him injustice. This is the new theory, 
caught up by the Baptists, to put down the teaching of Jesus Christ and his 


them a different spiritual meaning from the words of the living God? Mr. Hin- 
ton nullifies the teaching of Jesus and his Apostiles—who haye said, ‘if the 
_ blind lead the blind both shall fall into the ditch... The Apostle Peter tells us 
ir Paul’s Epistles “ are some things hard to be understood (not “ the plainest”’ ) 


“which they that are unlearned and unstable terest, as they do also the other 


scriptures (like Mr. Hinton’s special influence of the Holy Spirit, to enable an 
able sinner to believe God hath spoken the truth on the banks of the river Jordan ) 
unto their own destruction.’ 


Apostles now advocated by the Disciples! Is not this opening the docr for every 
errorist under heaven, because such teachers as Mr. Hinton may have taught 
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Observe, I do not undertake to say, whether an unimmersed believer will 
or wil} not enter the kingdom of glory. One thing is certain, they are not in the 
kingdom of heaven on earth. ‘They can all enter this kingdom, if they will not 
listen to such metaphorical teachers as Mr. Hinton and Co. 

Mr. Hinton complains of some ministers refusing to perform some “solemn 
burial service” over his friend’s infant. 1 ask,has not any member of the Paido- 
Baptist Congregation as much right to complain that Mr. Hinton did not sprin- 
kle his friend’s infant, as for him to complain of this minister or any other not 
performing a “solemn burial service’? over an infant, or any other corpse ! 
There is as much scriptural authority, for the practice of the one, as the other. 


Mr. Hinton speaks of the “Christian code” as if that was the sole rule by 
which the Baptist Churches werd governed. Now this is not the fact. They 
cannot take this code, the New Testament, as the sole rule of their Christian: 
duties, without becoming Disciples of Jesus Christ. If the “Christian code” 


were their only rule, where is their authority for a Church representative, in an 
association, the fruitful source of all tyranny, heresy, and schisms? Jé Mr. 
Hinton, and his Brethren cannot point us to plain scriptural authority, for asso- 
ciations, councils, and conventions, to govern the Churches, or make their opi- 


— nions a rule for other men’s conduct, thereby making division among the Disci- 


ples of Christ, he has no right to complain of infant sprinkling, or any thing else ; 
as he certainly licences all men, as far as his example and influence extends to 
do the same. One transgressor of law, when it is known, cannot be a legal 
witness against another, that has done the same things he has—nor can he be a 
judge or juryman,—if so, he certainly will pass a judgment in his own favour, or 
condemn himself.—It is the man that makes not his own will, but the law of the 


land, or principles of righteousness the rule of his conduct towards his fel-— 


low men, that-has a right tocomplain of a transgression. But it is now as it 
was in the days of Jesus Christ and his Apostles; they who adhered to the laws 
of God, were reproached, reviled and condemned, by the lawless ones; thie is 
the case at this day, Mr. H. being a witness. =~ 


Now to use his own words, “ it is quite time, that in this age of common 
sense and fairness, these things were entirely and for ever done with.” What — 


say you to this, Mr. Hinton? Will you profess one thing, and do another? 
Or, will you complain of others, then do the same thing? and if your Brethren 


complain of you meeting in “ associations” unauthorized of heaven, burl 


them out of the congregation? Now sir, is not this the only way sectarianism is 
established, fed and nourished, in this your day of “fairness?” You know sir, 
that no man or set of men can take the New Testament, and act according to 
the teaching of Jesus Christ and his Apostles, without being reproached by the 


_ name of “ Campbellites;”” nor can you find a minister among you in this day 


~~~ of common sense and““fairness,”? who will open his MEETING HOUSE and 


wards their Brethren. 
| THOMAS M. HENLEY. 
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PROGRESS OF REFORM. 


Bro. Campbell has made much excitement in the cities on the seaboard. In 


our city 22 have joined, 19 of whom have been immersed, the remaining tl , 
were from other establishments; our number is upward of 60. The Church is — 


set in order with three Elders, three Deacons, and three Deaconesses. Put a 

Note in the Evangelist that we meet in the Bazzar, Harnson street, and wish 

Brethren passing through our r city, to call upon us, Affectionately. 
Baltimore. | _W. CARMAN, 


All well at our 132. “When we broke off from the Bap- 
tist Church, mm thirty-two, we were 65; there are now 67 men, and 65 women. 
Va. | WM. BOOT WRIGHT. 


There is no preacher of the ead Gospel in this vicinity. Gen. Wm. 
Clark of Greenville proclaims free salvation, as also do several others; but they 
do not yet institute new churches on the Gospel plan of meeting every Lord’s 
Day to break the loaf. I hope, however, that the time is not far distant when 
they will come out more fully. I shall embrace the earliest opportunity of com- 
municating any intelligence on the subject which might be cheering to the friends 
of reform of whom myself and lady are two. | Affectionately. 

North Carolina. THOs, J. LATHAM. 


The good work of the Lord in the reformation of sinners is progressing in the 
parts through which I travel. A church of 52 members has sprung up on Sandy 


Creek since last year; when I first made my appearance in that place there was 
but a single sister. ‘They now meet every First Day of the week to commemo- 
rate the death of their Lord, to whom be praises for the Gospel in its Ancient 
form. I immersed 2 last Monday, and 2 the week before. 

Scipio, Ohio. | JOHN READ. 


- Dearly beloved, I returned yesterday from Harrison, Ham. Co. There is, in ~ 


this place,a large society of Presbyterians, some Methodists, and of course abun- 
dance of opposition. I announced for the second time, the Ancient Gospel ; the 
meeting was numerously attended ; the prospect flattering. I immersed Capt, 
Wile and his lady with a third person who confessed. The Church in my own 
house and that at Oxford abound in brotherly love. 

Rossville, Ohio. | DANIEL BALDRIDGE, 


The cause of our blessed Redeemer is progressing here, not so much by the 


addition of new members as by the improvement of those already converted, 
many of whom are growing in love, in knowledge, and in discretion. The 


Evangelist is read here with much satisfaction, and we feel thankful to our 
heavenly Father, that our attention has been ca!led to the impertent conside- 
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